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These Rules and Regulations have been drafted in a sincere effort to modify, amend and simplify 
the Player Rules and Regulations and By-Laws that have evolved since first published on 14 
February 1986 and the Country Zoning Regulations introduced in 1972. 
 
They are drafted with a view that all Clubs should recognise and accept the following basic 
premises: 
 
Á A Club has priority over every player under 19 years of age in its zone. (Reviewed by the 

West Australian Football Commission (WAFC) in 1998). 
 
Á A player cannot play for a West Australian Football League (WAFL) Club unless he is 

registered, and cannot play in a WAFL League Fixture unless he is also included in the Club's 
Senior Player List of forty (40 List) (reviewed by the WAFC on the 27 October 1999). 

 
Á A Club will have no more eligible players on its list than the 40 List permits. 
 
Á The Football Operations Manager will be the Arbitrator in any dispute concerning the rights of 

a particular Club to a particular player. In the event of this person being unable to reach a 
verdict in disputed cases, the WAFL Management Committee shall be required to arbitrate. 

 
Á Dissatisfied Clubs and players have the right of appeal to the WAFL Arbitrator where the rules 

so provide. 
 
Á If a player refuses to register with his zoned Club, applies to go elsewhere and appeals 

against a decision not to allow him to do so, such appeal should be disallowed. 
 
Á All players must indicate their willingness to abide by the WAFL Competition Rules and 

Regulations by signing the Competition Registration Form and the Club Contract Form.  
 
Á The copy of the WAFL Rules and Regulations that is provided on the WAFL Website at 

www.wafl.com.au will be deemed to be the current rules. 
 
The Rules and Regulations are not intended to be a legal document. They are framed with the 
intention of all WAFL Clubs accepting them as guidelines controlling the registration and transfer 
of players, in the belief that the Football Operations Manager and Club personnel will work in a 
spirit of co-operation in the best interests of the WAFL as a competition, all Clubs making up the 
competition and the players themselves. 
 
Amendment 
May 2002 
References to reducing the 40 List in number for AFL listed players was removed. 
The final point about the rules being available on the WAFL website was added. 

 
 

http://www.wafl.com.au/
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OBJECTIVES 
 
The Western Australian Football League (WAFL) and the Clubs, which have a right of 
representation on the WAFL (Clubs), wish to ensure that the teams fielded in the competitions 
conducted by the WAFL are as strong and well-matched as possible. The support of the public 
and the opportunity for players to develop and employ their skills both depend upon the WAFL 
continuing to conduct vigorous competitions between evenly matched and financially viable Clubs. 
 
In order to achieve these ends, the WAFL has adopted these Rules and Regulations to 
supplement the provisions of contracts of service between players and their Clubs with a view to 
facilitating the exchange of players between League Clubs and providing a system that will: 
 
a) ensure stability in Club support; 
 
b) attempt to equalise the Competition; 
 
c) provide Clubs with an incentive to develop an effective recruitment network; 
 
d) assist country and metropolitan teams to develop players who can play at WAFL level; 
 
e) recognise football players should have some flexibility in their attempts to reap rewards for 

their ability. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE POINTS 
 

THE RULES 
 
These rules are considered reasonable by the WAFL and that each rule shall be read and 
construed independently of the other provisions of these rules. 
 
Parts of a rule may be valid if other parts or provisions of the rule were deleted. 
 

ALTERATION TO RULES 
 
These Rules and Regulations may be amended or varied from time to time by the WAFL 
Management Committee. 
 
At least a majority of the WAFL Management Committee must support any proposal before these 
Rules can be altered. 
 
Amendment 
February 2001 
The rule was changed to reflect the correct pathway and majority for rule changes with the correct titles of the people involved. 
February 2004 
Wording changed to reflect the autonomy of the WAFL in its decision making process. 

 

FINAL DECISION 
 
Where these Rules provide for decisions to be made or action to be taken by the General 
Manager, Football Operations Manager of WAFL or the appointed WAFL Arbitrator, it is 
acknowledged that they are responsible to the WAFL Management for decisions and actions and 
make those decisions and take that action within the context of WAFL policies and guidelines. 
 
Any WAFL Club that feels aggrieved in any way for being in contravention of the Player Rules & 
Regulations may appeal to the WAFL Management.  
 
Should the WAFL Management be satisfied that any person who is in breach of or who has failed 
to comply with these Rules has acted honestly and, having regard to all the circumstances of the 
case, ought fairly to be excused from liability, it may relieve that person wholly or partly from that 
liability on such terms and conditions as it thinks fit. 
 
It is reasonable, therefore, to suggest that the WAFL Management may make a final decision on 
any matter relating to these Rules when they believe that an honest mistake has been made. 
 
Amendment 
February 2001 
The Football Operations Manager was included in the wording. 
February 2004  
Deleted the clause demanding payment for appeals to the WAFL Management Committee. 
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INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATIONS OFFICER 
 
The WAFL shall be entitled to exercise its discretion to utilise the services of an Honorary 
Independent Investigations Officer to investigate any matter pertaining to the Player Rules & 
Regulations. 
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1.   REGISTRATION & TRANSFER  

 
AUTHORISED OFFICERS 

 
 Each Club shall lodge a list of four persons who shall for the purposes of these rules, be the 

Club's Authorised Officers. These Officers of the Club have the right to act on behalf of the 
Club in all matters including, but not restricted to, transfers, registrations and in the 
termination of matches. Should a person be replaced in this capacity, then the Club must 
advise the WAFL immediately. These people would normally be the President, the General 
Manager/CEO, the Football Manager and one other person delegated with the authority to 
act on behalf of the Club. 

 
Amendment  
February 2001 
The Authorised Officers were specified.  These Officers have the sole right to represent the Club in the registration and transfer of players to and 
from that Club. 
October 2004 
The role of the officers increased to include termination of games and was defined in the rule. 

 
REGISTRATION PROCESS 

 
In 2005 the concept of dual registration was introduced between the levels of WA football. 
The AFL is level 1, the WAFL level 2 and Community football level 3.  Transfers are not 
required between levels (vertical movement) but they are required for movement within a 
level (horizontal movement). Because there may be different requirements between the 
specifics of this movement for metropolitan Community Clubs and the WAFL than between 
the WACFL Clubs and the WAFL, this rule makes the differentiation. 

 
1.2.1 The registration process will be carried out primarily by the Football Operations  Manager.  
The Football Operations Manager shall hear and determine any  question relating to the right or 
qualification of any person to play with any  particular Club. In the event of any dispute in this 
area the WAFL Management  Committee will sit and vote in judgement. If no decision can be 
reached by this  body then the matter would be referred to the WAFL Arbitrator. 
 
1.2.2 Signing the WAFL Registration Form 

 
In signing a WAFL registration form a player agrees to follow all of the rules and conditions 
set out in the WAFL Rules and Regulations. 

 
1.2.3 Dual Registration between Metropolitan Community Clubs and the WAFL 
 

a) All players eligible under the rules pertaining to registration may have a WAFL and a 
Community Club registration. 

 
b) WAFL Players from Interstate or any player who registers with a WAFL Club who, for 

some reason, do not have a Community Club will be allocated in a process agreed to 
by the Community League involved. 

 
c) WAFL Clubs will have a list of registered players (Senior and Colts) showing the 

Community Club to which each player belongs. This list is to be forwarded to the 
Community League concerned in the week prior to the start of the WAFL season. 

 
d) WAFL Clubs will use WAFL Form 27 to notify Community Clubs of player availability for 

his first Community game of the season. This form will have allowance for change 
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through injury assessment or late selection issues. This form may also be used to 
refuse a player permission to play. 

 
e) WAFL players may be deregistered at the WAFL (WAFL Form 32) at any time and they 

may be re-registered but they may only be deregistered once in any season.  
 

1.2.4 Player Movement between Country Community Clubs and the WAFL 
 

a) Players from Clubs in the WACFL must either transfer to play with a WAFL Club under 
rule 1.6 or play within the provisions of rule 1.6.8 regarding weekly permits. 

 
b) Players who are dual registered and transfer to the country must also be cleared by 

their WAFL Club. Clubs may retain these players on the 40 List as CMP players. 
 
Amendment 
February 2001  
Changed from ópermit Committeeô to reflect current practice and personnel. 
May 2002 
The registration forms indicates this but the rules should also state the case. 
October 2005 
Clause added to contain provision for dual registration for metropolitan competitions. 
Clause added to contain provision for dual registration for WACFL competitions. 
March 2006 
1.2.3 (d) Form 27 used only for first time players 
1.2.4 (b) This clause was added to clarify the situation for players in this predicament. 
 

 
REGISTRATION OF PLAYERS 

 
Any player aged 15 years or older at the commencement of the relevant calendar year may 
apply to register with WAFL as a player with a Club.  The following conditions apply to the 
Club and the player: 

 
1.3.1 Obligations of the WAFL 

 
a) Ensure any application for registration or permit lodged is in accordance with these 

Rules. 
 
b) Approve those applications, which conform to these Rules. 
 
c) Reject those applications that do not conform to these Rules and advise the Club 

accordingly. 
 
1.3.2 Obligations of the Club 
 

a) Clubs may not play any person who is not registered or permitted (under rule 1.6.8) to 
that Club. Until registered or permitted this player would be considered ineligible and 
the penalty would be in line with rule 1.4 concerning ineligible players. 

 
b) Clubs must complete a Registration Form (WAFL Form 1) or a Weekly Permit Form 

(WAFL Form 11) signed by the player (and parent/guardian if under 18 years of age) 
and an Authorised Officer of the Club. 

 
c) Clubs may not register, or permit, any player who is already registered with another 

Club, outside of the provision for dual registration, unless he is transferred in 
accordance with these Rules. 

 
1.3.3. Obligations of the Players 
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 No person may apply to register with a WAFL Club as a player unless: 
 

a) He is zoned to that Club (ie has lived in that Club's Metropolitan or Country Zone for a 
period of 18 months or more) See 1.6.7 Zones; or 

 
b) He is an interstate player who has not lived in any Club's Metropolitan or Country Zone 

for a continuous period of 18 months; or 
 

c) In the event of having been a listed player of another WAFL Club, or registered with 
any other Interstate or WACFL Club, he is properly transferred to the WAFL Club with 
whom he now wishes to register. 

 
1.3.4 Cancellation of a Registration 
 
 The WAFL Management Committee may, at any time, by a three-quarter majority, cancel 

the registration of a person who is registered with the WAFL as a player with a Club if he is 
guilty of conduct, which is unbecoming for a WAFL player or may bring the game of football 
into disrepute. 

 
1.3.5 Deregistration 

 
WAFL players may be deregistered by their WAFL Club at any time through the use of 
WAFL Form 32.  

 
Amendment  
February 2001 
Permit committee replaced with WAFL Management Committee. 
October 2005 
1.3.2 c   consideration added for dual registration 
1.3.3 c   With respect to dual registration clause c recognises that players will still have to formally transfer in some circumstances. 
1.3.5 New clause to enable a WAFL Club to deregister a player. This process may assist community restrictions in the number of dually 

registered players that area allowed to play according to community rules. 

 



 

PLAYER TRANSFER REGULATIONS  12 
C:\Users\pfildes\Desktop\RULES & REGS.doc 

INELIGIBILITY 
 

If a player is deemed ineligible to play and a Club fails to comply with these Rules, and the 
player participates in a match then it shall lose all itôs points in that game, including 
premiership points if applicable. The opponent in this game would gain the premiership 
points (if they had originally lost the game). 

 
This penalty will be incurred for each game in which an ineligible player takes part. 
 

1.4.1 Effect upon match percentage 
 

The team in opposition to the team playing the ineligible player keep their match 
percentage (ie the scores stand) but the team playing the ineligible player record 
zero points for and keep their against score. 

 
1.4.2 Individual Statistics 

 
Individual statistics from the game where an ineligible player is included will stand. 
That is, all players would receive a game against their individual tally, goals kicked 
would be added to season tallies and any reports to the WAFL Tribunal would stand.  

 
Amendment  
October 2004 
The effect of playing an ineligible player clarified and 1.4.1 and 1.4.2 added. 

SPECIAL RULES RELATING TO REGISTRATION 
 
1.5.1 Father/Son Rule 
 
 If a person's father has: 
 

a) played in 50 or more League team matches with any one WAFL Club, or 
 

b) played in one WAFL Club for a combined total of 85 League or Reserve grade matches 
in at least five football seasons; or 

 
c) been elected as a Life Member of any one WAFL Club, or 
 
d) held a full time administrative position at a WAFL Club for a period (or a combined 

period if the employment is broken) of ten years shall qualify for his son's to play at that 
Club under this rule; or 

 
e) qualified for and been drafted to the AFL (or recruited by an AFL team prior to the draft) 

from a WAFL Club and then played 50 AFL games or 85 AFL and State League games 
(as a listed AFL player) combined, over five years, in the same way as (a) and (b) 
above relate to WAFL League and Reserves games, then; 
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That Player shall be eligible to register with a Club under this rule provided the person has 
not at any time been registered with the WAFL as a player with any other Club and the 
prescribed Claim Form (Form 5a) is lodged with the Player Registration Form (Form 1). 

 
 If a person registers with that Club under the father/son rule then he shall cease to be tied 

to his zoned Club, if applicable. 
 
Amendment 
November 2003 
Clause (e) added to cater for the sonôs of drafted players to remain tied to the WAFL Club. 
May 2004  
Clause e modified to include players recruited prior to the AFL draft.  

 
1.5.2 The Brother/Brother Rule 
 

The Rule is only to apply where brothers are forced to play with different WAFL Clubs due 
to changes in the zone boundaries. 

 
a) The first brother to play must have played his first game prior to reaching 19 years of 

age; and 
 

b) Both brothersô must have the same Mother and/or Father; and 
 

c) The first brother must play either Colts, Reserves or League level at the time of 
application, or has progressed onto AFL level through that WAFL Club; or 

 
d) Whose brother has played at least 50 League games or played in one Club for a 

combined total of 85 League or Reserve grade matches in at least five  football 
seasons. 

 
If agreement is unable to be reached using these guidelines, the matter is to be referred to 
the WAFL Arbitrator within 14 days of the prescribed application form being lodged with the 
WAFL. 

 
Amendment 
February 2001 
Rule 1.5.2 The Brother/Brother rule was included. 

 
1.5.3 The Grandfather/Grandson Rule 
  

If a person's grandfather has: 
 

a) played in 50 or more League team matches with any one WAFL Club, or 
 

b) played in one WAFL Club for a combined total of 85 League or Reserve Grade 
matches in at least five football seasons; or 

 
c) been elected as a Life Member of any one WAFL Club; or 

 
d) held a full time administrative position at a WAFL Club for a period (or a combined 

period if the employment is broken) of ten years shall qualify for his son's to play at that 
Club under this Rule; or 

 
e) qualified for and been drafted to the AFL (or recruited by an AFL team prior to the draft) 

from a WAFL Club and then played 50 AFL games or 85 AFL and State League games 
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(as a listed AFL player) combined, over five years, in the same way as (a) and (b) 
above relate to WAFL League and Reserves games, then; 

 
 that player shall be eligible to register with a Club under this Rule provided the person has 

not at any time been registered with the WAFL as a player with any other Club and the 
prescribed Claim Form (Form 5a) is lodged with the Player Registration Form (Form 1). 

 
If a person registers with that Club under the father/son rule or the grandfather/grandson 
rule then he shall cease to be tied to his zoned Club, if applicable. 

 
Amendment 
October 2002 
Rule 1.5.3 The Grandfather/grandson rule was included. 
October 2003 
Clause (e) added to cater for the grandsonôs of drafted players to remain tied to the WAFL Club. 
May 2004  
Clause e modified to include players recruited prior to the AFL draft. 

 
1.5.4 Interstate Players 
 

WAFL Clubs may not have registered any more than 6 interstate recruits at any one time. For 
the purposes of these rules an Interstate player is defined as a player that has transferred 
through the official transfer process from outside of WA to WA and who has not begun his 
senior football in WA. However 

 
a.  Interstate players who play football in WA for a period of three years will then not be 

regarded as an interstate player for the purposes of this restriction. This registration 
criterion can be accumulated over óbrokenô stints in WA football (not necessarily WAFL). 

 
b. Interstate players (either listed or rookie listed) who play in the WAFL as a result of 

being drafted by one of the WA  AFL clubs would not be included in the number of 
interstate recruits at a WAFL club. Once delisted they would have to play in WA for 
three years for them not to be counted as an Interstate recruit for a WAFL club. 

 
c. Players registered prior to the 2005 WAFL Grand Final will be regarded as WA players 

regardless of the time that they have played in the WAFL. 
 

d. Players recruited under the father/son or Grandfather/Grandson rules will not the 
regarded as Interstate recruits. 

 
e. Once 6 players are registered for a particular season no further interstate players will be 

registered by the WAFL until after the WAFL Grand Final and at least one of the 
existing Interstate registered players are deregistered. 

 
  

 
  

 
Amendment 
October 2005 Rule introduced   
March 2007 Clause d added to encourage family continuance at WAFL clubs. 
October 2007 Clause e added to clarify the accepted position 

 
TRANSFERS 

 
 A WAFL registered player who desires to play with another WAFL Club or a WACFL Club 

or to play in another State must first obtain a transfer from his registered Club. 
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1.6.1 Procedures for Transfers  
 

a) The player must complete, sign and date an Application for Transfer (WAFL Form 6) 
and forward it to the WAFL, where it is duly recorded and forwarded to the transferor 
Club for processing of the transfer. 

 
b) The completed transfer form (whether the transfer is granted or refused) must then be 

returned to the WAFL within 14 days. For players leaving the WAFL the 14 days begins 
when the destination League date stamp the transfer form. For players coming into the 
WAFL the 14 days begins when the WAFL date stamp the transfer form.  If not 
returned within 14 days, the Club seeking the transfer may claim that player. 

 
c) Provided a player is eligible to transfer Clubs under Rule 1.6.3, a transfer/clearance 

form is to be lodged with the WAFL by the Club seeking a transfer. The WAFL shall 
approve that transfer/clearance and forward a copy to the Club from which the player is 
seeking a transfer/clearance and the 14 day rule shall not apply. 

 
d) The transfer of players to WAFL Clubs from other Leagues cannot occur between July 

the 1st and the Monday immediately after the WAFL Grand Final (both dates included) 
unless the application for transfer is lodged on or before 4.00pm on the 30th June. 

 
During the Christmas/New Year period each year (as determined by the Football 
Operations Manager and notified to all Clubs) the WAFL office will be closed and thus 
not able to record and forward transfer applications to a transferor Club.  This holiday 
period will not form a part of the 14 days such that any application for a transfer that is 
lodged prior to this period where some part of the 14 day period falls within the holiday 
period will have the day tally suspended for the duration of the holiday period. Any 
application for a transfer that is lodged during the Christmas/New Year period will be 
recorded and forwarded as soon as practicable after the Christmas/New Year period. 
The 14 day period will commence upon processing by the WAFL. (Note that the offices 
of most other Community and Country Leagues in WA do not open until February so 
transfers between the WAFL and those Leagues cannot take place until February). 

 
e) An application for transfer of a player between WAFL Clubs must be lodged with the 

WAFL on or before 4.00pm on the 30th June. Any application for transfer of players 
received after 4.00pm on the 30th June or during the closed period 1st July to midnight 
of the Monday immediately following the WAFL Grand Final both days included shall be 
refused by the WAFL. 

 
f) In the case of a transfer of a player between WAFL Clubs, if the transferor Club (the 
ñInitial Transferorò) and the transferee Club (the ñInitial Transfereeò) agree that the 
amount of the transfer fee, and the timing of the payment of the transfer fee, is to be 
tied to the number of WAFL League games played by the player (ñPer Game Feesò) 
and  

 
i) the Initial Transferee transfers the player to another League;  

 
ii) the player subsequently transfers back to the WAFL League to a Club other than 
the Initial Transferee (the ñSubsequent Transfereeò); and 

 
iii) the Initial Transferee does not notify the Subsequent Transferee of the Per Game 

Fees that were agreed between the Initial Transferee and the Initial Transferor; 
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then the Initial Transferee shall be liable to pay the per Game Fees to the Initial 
Transferor in relation to WAFL League games played by the player with the Subsequent 
Transferee.  

 
g) Either the player or the Club seeking the transfer may revoke an application for a 

transfer at any time prior to the application for transfer being accepted (by way of 
signature) by both the transferor Club and the transferor League and then returned to 
the League of the Club seeking the transfer. 

 
Amendment 
February 2001 
1.6.1 e) The closed period was changed and clearly stated. 
March 2004 
1.6.1 d) The closed period was further defined. 
1.6.1 f) Ongoing liabilities was formalised into a rule. 
1.6.1 g) Legal clarification of the transfer process has been sought and detailed in this clause. 

 
1.6.2 Interstate Players 
 
Any player who moves interstate is subject to the AFL Interstate Player Transfer Regulations (See 
Section 8) and the following local provisions: 
 
1. A player who is registered with a WAFL Club and transfers interstate, or to a WA based AFL 

Club, shall remain tied to that WAFL Club as if he were at all times included in the Club's list, 
whether or not he is so included, until  

(i) they are cleared by his WA Club to any other WA based Club. Clubs may list a player 
cleared to a Community League as a CMP should they wish provided it is done 
immediately prior to clearance, or  

(ii) the expiry of 14 days from the receipt of a Form 10 from another Club. 
 
 
 
2) AFL Listed (or rookie listed) Interstate players registered in the WAFL whilst playing for their 

AFL Club will not be recognised as being previously registered in the WAFL should they leave 
the State and then return at some later date as this relates to rule 1.6.2 .1 above. 

 
3) All AFL players tied to WAFL Clubs pursuant to Rule 1.6.2 1 who have been or who are de-

listed by AFL Clubs and who wish to play for a different WAFL Club, shall be eligible for 
transfer subject to the payment of a transfer fee not exceeding $10,000 being paid by the Club 
to which he wishes to transfer ('the Transferee') to the Club from which he is to be transferred 
('the Transferor'). 

 
In the absence of agreement on the transfer fee the amount shall be determined by the 
Arbitrator who shall without limiting the matters the Arbitrator should have regard to in 
accordance with Rules 6.9.2, 6.9.3 and 6.9.4 have regard to the fact that the Transferor has 
not had any obligation to make any payments to the player during the period he has been 
interstate notwithstanding that for the purposes of the Rules the player has been tied to the 
Transferor in accordance with Rule 1.6.2 1. 

 
4) Except as provided in 3 above, WAFL players returning from interstate to the WAFL who wish 

to play for a different WAFL Club must apply for a transfer from their former Club through the 
normal transfer procedure for a listed player. 

 
5) Interstate players, other than those recruited by a WA based AFL Club, who have not 

previously played in the WAFL may choose which Club they wish to play for and be registered 
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and listed as a normal zoned player, provided they have not resided in another Club's zone for 
a period of 18 months or more. 

 
6) Interstate players, not previously registered with a WAFL Club, who are recruited by a WA 

based AFL Club, will be allocated to a WAFL Club as per the WAFL Service Agreement 
between the Clubs (See Section 8). 

 
Amendment 
May 2002 
1.6.2.2 added ' including delisted AFL players' so that this rule covers all returning Interstate players. 
March 2003 
1.6.2.2 new clause b) and c) to make all delisted AFL players eligible for a clearance under our rules. Former clauses (c) and (d) redesigned d) 

and e) respectively. 
October 2005 
1.6.2.1 Qualifying the rule to remove the Club tie should the player be transferred by the Club unless 40 listed. 
1.6.2.2 new clause b) included to remove Interstate players who play in the WAFL solely as AFL recruits from the list of tied players to a WAFL 

Club. 
Clauses b),c),d) and e) reallocated c), d), e) and f). 
 
February 2007 
1.6.2.3 When the rule was implemented it was based around a date, October 31

st
 2002. This is now redundant. 

1.6.2.4 As above. 

 
1.6.3 Players Automatically Eligible for Transfer 

A player is automatically eligible to transfer Clubs if the following is applicable: 
   

1.6.3.1 He is 19 years or older, and is not listed or has been delisted by his zoned 
club. 

 
1.6.3.2 He is 24 years or older and has been a listed CMP player for a period of 12 

months. 
 

1.6.3.3 He is 19 years or older, is listed, uncontracted and has made all reasonable 
efforts to train with the Club and obtain selection in the Club's League team  

 
AND 

 
(a) has satisfied any two of the following criteria: 
 

(i) he has completed five (5) years service as a League player of the 
Club  

 
or 

 
(ii) he has completed 110 League games for the Club 
 

or 
 

(iii) he is over 24 years of age, 
 
OR 

 
 

(b) has not played in five (5) matches (any Grade) out of the last 20 
consecutive matches,  
NB: Games missed while on the long term injury list or whilst under 
suspension games do not count. 

 
OR 
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(c) has not played in the League team in the last two (2) WAFL seasons,  

NB: Games missed while on the long term injury list or whilst under 
suspension games do not count. 

OR 
 

(d) has not played 40 games (in any grade) in five (5) seasons. 
NB: Games missed while on the long term injury list or whilst under 
suspension games do not count. 

 
If a player is eligible to transfer according to rule 1.6.3.1 and not 40 listed then he should 
lodge a transfer form with his current club and this transfer shall be automatic unless the 
player owes his current club money. Upon payment of this money then the transfer shall 
be granted.  
If the player is eligible to transfer under rule 1.6.3.2 and 40 listed then the transfer process 
shall follow the following guidelines. 

 

1. Appropriate Form 10's are lodged for discussions. 
2. Application for transfer is lodged 
3. Clubs negotiate 
4. Deal done or Football Operations Manager acts as mediator after 7 days from the 

transfer lodgement.  
5. If no deal is arrived at after 10 days from transfer lodgement then application can 

be made to the WAFL arbitrator by the transferee club.  
   

Players who are not eligible under these rules may still be transferred by negotiation 
between Clubs. Market forces will determine the transfer conditions. 
 

Amendment 
February 2001 
1.6.3.1 The reference to contracted players removed. 
1.6.3.3 The reference to contracted players removed. 
1.6.3.2(d) added 'with the club at any level' for clarification. 
May 2002 
1.6.3 The last paragraph has been added to outline the process of transfers under this rule. 
November 2004 
1.6.3.2 clause b added to show that players may become eligible for transfer after 12 months as a listed CMP player. 
March 2006 
1.6.3.3 The reference to contracted players reinstated 
1.6.3.3 b Any grade specified and the note that LTI games and Tribunal game penalties are excluded from the calculations 
1.6.3.3 c note that LTI games and Tribunal game penalties are excluded from the calculations 
1.6.3.3 d note that LTI games and Tribunal game penalties are excluded from the calculations 

 

 
1.6.4 Players Under 19 Years 
 

A player under 19 years of age may not transfer to another WAFL Club unless there is 
mutual agreement between the Clubs as to the terms and conditions of such transfer.  

 
1.6.5 Listed Players  
 

A listed player of a WAFL Club may not transfer to another WAFL Club unless there is 
mutual agreement between the Clubs as to the terms and conditions of such transfer. 

 
Amendment 
February 2001 
1.6.5 Contracted players changed to listed players. 

 
1.6.6 Coaches 
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A person who is registered as a player with a Club may at any time become a non-playing 
coach of another Club.  He must, however, gain a transfer from the first mentioned Club 
before being able to register as a player with the latter Club. 

 
1.6.7 Zones 
 

Players under 19 years of age are bound as a listed player of a Club provided he meets the 
residential requirements detailed below: 

 
a) Country and Metropolitan Zones are as set out in Schedules 1 and 2 (See Section 

10 of this document) respectively of these Rules and Regulations. 
 

b) A person shall be zoned to a Club if he has lived in a Club's Country or Metropolitan 
Zone for a period of not less than 18 consecutive months. 

 
c) A person who is zoned to one Club must live in another Club's zone for a period of 

18 months or more before he is zoned to the latter Club. 
 

d) Permanent residence only shall apply. Permanent Residence, for the purposes of 
this rule, shall be the address listed as the electoral address of the parents of the 
player concerned. If the parents live at separate addresses the determinant of 
residence shall be the one where the player lives for most of the time. Guides to be 
used in making this decision shall be: 

 
i) The custodial parent 

 
ii) The school address 

 
e) A person who is temporarily residing within a zone for the purpose of attending a 

scholastic institution or who is temporarily in residence at a military or other service 
establishment shall not by such temporary residence become residentially bound to 
any Club. 

 
Amendment  
March 2003 
1.6.7 (d)  Rule amended to stipulate electoral role address as the primary determination for a permanent address. 
March 2004 
1.6.7(d) Further clarification of this rule to cover a split parent scenario. 

 
1.6.8 Weekly Permission Form 
 

These forms are only required for players moving between Clubs in the WACFL and the 
WAFL. Players from metropolitan Clubs now operate under a dual registration system and 
permits are no longer required. 

 
A weekly permission form is used to allow a player to play on a weekly basis without a 
formal transfer. The weekly permission form also acts as a temporary registration form for 
the day of the game only. It also satisfies the registration requirements for selection in the 
State 18ôs squad and for inclusion in the AFL draft. 

 
a) For use in the WAFL League Competition 

 
A weekly permit may not be used for a player to play in the WAFL League competition. 

 
b) For use in the WAFL Reserves Competition 




